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government have been made either in small States,
too weak for foreign war, such as Holland and Bel-
gium, or in countries, like the Scandinavian States,
where there was an old tradition of political freedom.
The ancient Hungarian Constitution has been too
much, affected by civil war for any assertion about it
to be safe. Portugal, for a while scarcely less troubled
than Spain by military insurrection, has been (roc
from it of late ; and Greece has had the dynasty of
her kings once changed by revolution.

If we look outside Europe and beyond the circle
of British dependencies, the phenomena are much the
same. The civil war of 1861-65, in the United
States, was as much a war of revolution as the war of
1775-1782. It was a'war carried on by the adhe-
rents of one set of principles and one construction of
the Constitution against the adherents of another
body of principles and another Constitutional doc-
trine. It would be absurd, however, to deny the
relative stability of the Government of the United
States, which is a political fact of the first import-
ance ; but the inferences which might be drawn from
it are much weakened, if not destroyed, by the re-
markable spectacle furnished by the numerous re-
publics set up from the Mexican border-line to the
Straits of Magellan. It would take many of these
pages even to summarise the whole political history
of the Spanish-American communities. There have